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God’s Plan for Man 

The Nature of  Demons: They are evil (Judges 9:23; 1 Sam. 18:9-10) ; 

intelligent and wise (1 Tim. 4:1; 1 Kings 22:22-24; Acts 16:16); powerful (Mark 

5:1-18); disembodied spirits (Rev. 16:12-16); not angles (Acts 23:8-9); not human, 

for they possess men and can cast out (Matt. 10:7; Mark 16:17); and are 

individuals (Mark 16:9); they have knowledge (Matt. 9:29; Luke 4:41; Acts 19:15); 

faith (Jas. 2:19); feelings (Matt. 8:29; Mark 5:7); fellowship (1 Cor. 10:20-21); 

doctrines ( 1 Tim. 4:1; 1 John 4:1-6); miraculous powers (Rev. 16:13-16); 

intelligence ( 1 Tim. 4:1; 1 John 4:1-6); emotions (Acts 8:7); desires (Matt. 

8:28-31); and other soul and spirit faculties. 

They Can: teach ( 1 Tim. 4:1); steal (Matt. 13:19; Luke 8:12); fight (Eph. 4:27; 

6:10-18; 1 Pet. 5:8); get mad ( Matt. 8:28; Rev.12:12); tell fortunes (Lev. 20:27; 

Acts 16:16); be friendly ( called familiar spirits sixteen times, Lev. 20:6, 27); can 

go out and come back into men as they will, unless cast out and rejected (Matt. 

12:43-45); travel (1 Kings 22:21-24; Mark 5:7, 12) ; speak ( Mark 1:34; 5:12; Acts 

8:7) ; imitate departed dead( 1 Sam. 28:3-9; 1 Chron. 10:13; Isa. 8:19; Deut. 

18:11); and do many things when in possession of  bodies through whom they 

operate. 



Ten Cases of  Demon-Possession Healed by Christ and Paul and 

Others: 

1.  A maniac of  Gergesa (Matt. 8:28-34). 

2. A maniac of  Gadera (Mark 5:1-21; Luke 8:26-39). 

3. A dumb man (Matt. 9:32-34). 

4. A blind and dumb man (Matt. 12:22-32). 

5. An epileptic girl (Matt. 15:21-28). 

6. An epileptic boy (Mark 9:17-29). 

7. A maniac (Mark 1:23-28; Luke 4:21). 

8. Mary Magdalene ( Luke 7:36-50; 8:2). 

9. An infirm woman ( Luke 13:16-17). 

10.A fortune-teller ( Acts 16:16-24). 

The long famous instance of  “ discrepancy” as to the place in this narrative has 

been cleared up in recent years by the decision of  sexual critics that the correct 

text in Luke is Gerasenes, as well as in Mark, and by Dr. Thomson’s discovery of  

a ruin on the lake shore, named Khersa ( Gerasa ). If  the village was included ( a 

very natural supposition ) in the district belonging to the city of  Gadara, some 

miles south-eastward, then the locality could be described as either in the 

country of  the Gadarences, or in the country of  the Gerasences. Matthew 

mentions two demoniacs, Mark and Luke describe one, who was probably the 

prominent and leading one. 



The Devil’s Rank and File Forces  

1. Principalities— the very top of  Satan’s dark domain 

 Archas: ancient, ancient times, or individuals who hold the highest and   

loftiest position of  rank and authority.  

 There is a group of  demon spirits who have held their lofty positions of    

power and authority ever since ancient times, probably ever since the fall   

of  Lucifer.  

2. Powers— Exousia: Delegated Authority 

 Lower ranking group of  demon spirits who have received delegated    

authority from Satan. They use this delegated authority to carry out all   

members of  evil and wickedness.  

3. The Rulers of  The Darkness of  This World : 

 Kosmokrateros—  kosmos: order or arrangement 

    kratos: raw power  

 Raw power that has been harnessed and put into some kind of  order  

 Think about the military, it is filled with young men who had a lot of  natural   

ability or raw power 

 But for that raw power to be effective, it had to be harnessed and    

organized  



 Satan organizes his demons in rank and file, gives them orders and    

assignments, and then sends them out like troops who are committed to   

kill. 

 Rick Renner— “The reason the Church is experiencing so much defeat is   

that the devil has something the Church does not have! 

 What is it? 

 It is Kosmokrateros— He is so serious about doing damage to humanity   

that he puts them in rank and file, and organizes them to the hilt.  

 Meanwhile, the average spirit-filled believer often doesn’t stay in one   

church for more than one year at a time.  

 As a child of  God, we have no power shortage or authority. 

 We lack discipline, organization, and commitment  

4. Spiritual Wickedness in High Places: 

 Poneros: something that is bad, vile, malevolent, vicious, impious, or   

malignant.  

 These demon spirits are sent forth from the spirit realm to afflict humanity   

in all manner of  bad, vile, malevolent, vicious, impious, and malignant   

ways.  
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